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ROCHDALE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE CHAIR’S REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE ROCHDALE TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE TO THE 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 21ST OCTOBER 2015

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest developments 
on various matters relating to the Rochdale Township Committee.

Rochdale Town Centre

Shopmobility & Cycle Hub 
The new purpose-built Shopmobility unit on River Street opened in July. The cycle hub 
facility will opening soon following handover the TfGM. The site is located to the rear of 
Drake Street, immediately adjoining the Transport Interchange and the recently opened 
River Street taxi rank. 

Feel Good Festival
This annual event took place in early September on the site opposite Number One 
Riverside. The sun shone, the South were ‘Beautiful’ and the festival was a great success. 
.

Street Lighting PFI
The street lighting replacement programme is now into the fourth year of a five year 
programme. All wards have had a percentage of columns replaced and will be subject to 
further replacement phases. To date 22,469 existing street lights and illuminated signs 
have been removed and 22,400 new energy efficient street lights and illuminated signs 
have been installed and commissioned.

Street lighting faults are being repaired in an average time of 3 working days. This 
excludes faults associated with supply failures, which are referred to Electricity North West 
for repair. 

Highways
I continue to have regular meetings with Officers from Highways and Engineering Service 
to receive updates on the works programme, and to raise individual concerns on behalf of 
all Rochdale Township Members.

Community Safety
The last quarter has been particularly busy due to the lighter nights and school holidays; 
this encourages more youths to gather in groups with the potential for ASB to occur. This is 
robustly monitored with the “hot spot areas” monitored and dealt with via a multi-agency 
approach including Community Safety, Youth Services and Greater Manchester Police. 

The Rochdale North INPT have been extremely busy continuing to do work around the 
Town Centre to resolve issues surrounding begging and on street drinking. Three Town 
Centre days of action have taken place with the following pieces of work included;

 Warning letters issued to beggars and street drinkers
 Follow up cautions being issued
 Alcohol confiscated
 Homelessness issues identified 
 Licencing breaches identified



Work in the Town Centre surrounding these issues will continue and the situation is under 
constant scrutiny and there is a proposal to introduce a Public Spaces Protection order 
within the Town Centre banning beggars and street drinkers from the area. If there is then 
a breach of this order then this is a criminal offence with the offender facing up to six 
months in prison. 

The usual work within the Township has continued with things such as CCTV installations 
to tackle various crime types and regular visits to properties within the private rented sector 
as a result of receiving reports of anti-social behaviour.

As previously reported “mini motos” and “off road” bikes prove to be a real challenge at this 
time of year. Signage at “hot spot” areas has once again been installed and the 
Partnership has been busy gathering evidence on the ground to identify the perpetrators 
and to take action to confiscate the offending vehicles.  

Youth Services
Young people have been extremely busy over the summer; they have been mountain 
biking all around Hollingworth Lake, which was very tiring.

Kirkholt young 
people have 
walked up Scout 
Moor, Tandle 
Hills and Healey 
Dell, they also 
went horse 
riding.

Young people have been involved in community cohesion events and coming together, 
such as Feel Good festival where young people from across the borough got involved in a 
Flash Mob dance. Rochdale Half Marathon was another activity where young people took 
part in the 1 mile fun run.

Mariah (16) said ”It was really good fun getting dressed up, hopefully no one saw me I 
knew lol” 



Youth Workers have also been busy working in different areas over the summer, 
supporting young people with different activities. Moss Street Youth Base was open and 
some young people went on the Bushcraft training where they learned new skills such as 
foraging.
Kirkholt young people would like to thank township for the funding that enabled them to 
take part in activities over the summer. Alongside this, evening sessions have also been 
going on with staff focusing on programmes around healthy life styles, Arts & Crafts, etc.

Traveller Encampments
I have held meetings with Officers and residents to look at how we respond to 
unauthorised encampments in various sites around the Township. Discussions are ongoing 
and I am hopeful of a positive outcome that can address the needs of all our communities.

Denehurst Cemetery
A multi-faith dedication service was held on Sunday 27th September in the new Denehurst 
Cemetery.  The service was extremely well attended and there were many positive 
comments about the service and the site itself.

Rochdale Township & Area Forums
The Township Team have been busy facilitating the second round of area forums. Issues 
raised so far include:

Balderstone and Kirkholt Community Meeting 
RBH were in attendance to provide an update on the development of The Strand and 
Rudyard Corridor. An engagement exercise on Council savings was carried out, three  
young people from the Ward provided information on the activities/projects that had been 
available for youngsters during the school holidays and updates were provided on Kirkholt 
Million and the Kirkholt Community Panto.

Bamford and Oakenrod and Brimrod, Marland and Sudden Area Forums
Both of these meetings received a presentation from ‘Rochdale Circle’. The Friend’s of 
Springfield Park gave a report to Brimrod, Marland and Sudden and discussions regarding 
a recent encampment of travellers were lively during Bamford and Oakenrod area forum, 
an update on the Village Green application was also given.

Castleton Area Forum
The meeting received information relating to various derelict properties in the Ward. There 
was also a presentation given which detailed the Council’s budget challenge. An update on 
this year’s Township in Bloom judging visit was also given.



Central Rochdale Area Forum
Residents raised a number of concerns during the open forum in relation to anti-social 
behaviour, drug dealing, parking problems, travellers, waste collection problems as a result 
of parking congestion and the proposed closure of Gower Street Youth Club. 
Representatives from Regenda Homes also attended the meeting to listen to the concerns 
of residents and Councillors in relation to properties within the Ward.

Healey Area Forum
Information was provided and lively debates took place in relation to the proposed new 
waste collection service, unauthorised encampments of travellers on the Common, the 
road with no name and traffic problems/concerns being experienced in the area, primarily 
on Syke Road.

Additional resident meetings have subsequently been organised in relation to the road with 
no name, the trench being introduced around the Common and Traveller issues.

Kingsway Area Forum
Concerns raised included lack of lighting on Unadopted land, anti-social behaviour and 
street lighting in general. There were also claims that fly-tipping has increased since 
Morrisons changed their police on coin-operated trolleys.

Milkstone & Deeplish Area Forum
Information was provided on the new waste recycling service, Stoneyfield Park Community 
Engagement Day, road safety issues within the Ward and the Environmental Action Forum.

Residents also raised concerns about anti-social behaviour, drug dealing, littering and 
highway issues/concerns within the Ward. A new Chair and Vice Chair were also 
appointed.

Norden Area Forum
The forum received information regarding the Neighbourhood Plan and listened to some 
residents’ concerns in relation to planning developments at Ashbourne St and Rainshore 
Mill.

Sparth Area Forum
Residents discussed the opening of the new Aldi Store, and received information regarding 
the allocation of s106 monies from developments in the Ward. There was also discussion 
about the implementation of a traffic regulation order that not all residents were in favour 
of.

Spotland and Falinge Area Forum 
The main areas of focus of this Area Forum were an engagement exercise on Council 
savings, an update on the Neighbourhood Plan, an update on the proposed re-siting of 
fencing within the Ward that had recently been removed from Meanwood School and 
confirmation that a company had been commissioned to undertake a sampling exercise 
around the TBA site. A new Chair and Vice Chair were also appointed.

Councillor Shaun O’Neill
Rochdale Township Committee Chair

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the 
Council about these or any other matter relating to the Rochdale Township Committee


